
Friday 26th February 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

We are really looking forward to welcoming back all of our students to full time, face to face
learning at LAB.  Following the Prime Minister’s announcement earlier this week new
operational guidance has been published by the DfE outlining further actions we should take
to minimise the risk of transmission of coronavirus (Covid 19) in school.  Having reviewed
the guidance we have now started to implement our plans to ensure lessons start for all
students at 8.40am on Monday 8th March 2021.

Please read the content of this letter in full as it includes important information about your
child’s return to school.

Lateral Flow Testing
Our Asymptomatic Testing Site (ATS) has been fully operational since January 2021.  Our
team of Health Care Assistants and fully trained staff volunteers provide Lateral Flow Testing
for staff and students.

Under the new guidance all students will be offered 3 onsite tests, each one between 3-5
days apart.  Once these are completed they will receive home test kits which should be used
for the remainder of this module.

Testing is not compulsory, but it is recommended as rapid testing helps to identify those
asymptomatic cases that might otherwise not be detected, causing the virus to spread
further. Anyone with symptoms should not take a lateral flow test but remain at home to self
isolate and arrange for a PCR test.

The test is very straightforward, self administered and easy to do; the results are available
within 30 minutes. Guidance and support will be available if needed whilst taking the test. If
a positive result is recorded the member of staff or student will be sent home to self isolate..

Parent/ Carer Consent
In order for us to provide this onsite testing facility for your child it is essential that we gain
your permission to do so.
Please ensure the consent form is completed by Monday 1st March. The form allows
you to give consent or decline consent therefore an entry must be made for every
child.

Please click on the link to complete the attached consent form - Consent Form

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMITzCFG3unQQqg5iYfQvC2T-Bs1WYos07S-cOmXjERZSvGQ/viewform


Return to LAB - 1st Lateral Flow test
So that lessons can start for all students at 8.40am on Monday 8th March, we are holding
our first testing sessions next week, Wednesday 3rd - Friday 5th March 2021. Each
college has been allocated a different day and each teaching class has been given their own
time slot to ensure all tests can be carried out within the allocated time.  Please see the
schedule below:

Date 8.30am
-9.30am

9.30am
-10.30am

11.00am -
12.00pm

12.00pm
-1.00pm

1.30pm -
2.30pm

2.30pm -
3.30pm

Fawcett

Weds 3rd
March

7A 7D 8A 8D 9A 9D

Sancho

Thurs 4th
March

7B 7E 8B 8E 9B 9E

Airy

Fri 5th
March

7C 7F 8C 8F 9C 9F

Please ensure that your child:
● Arrives promptly for their allocated time slot and no earlier than 10 minutes before it

starts
● Has a mask with them as they will be required to wear it at all times whilst onsite
● Is wearing full school uniform, this is to ensure that it is clear to others that your child

is travelling to school to take their test
● Returns home directly after they have taken their test

Teachers will be aware that students with consent for onsite testing will be unable to
complete work during the lesson times when they are travelling to and from school, and
during their allocated time slot for testing.



Monday 8th March 2021

All students will be expected to attend school from Monday 8th March 2021, unless they
have received a letter from their GP stating they are clinically extremely vulnerable.  Please
contact the main office if you have received a letter stating your child must be shielding and
you have not yet informed the academy.

Students should wear full academy uniform everyday, except on the one day a week when
they are timetabled to have PE.  On this day they should attend school in their PE kit, please
refer to the uniform guidance here for information about winter PE kit.  Students are not
permitted to wear branded tracksuits for PE, and trainers should only be worn as part of their
PE kit.

Students will be required to wear masks whilst inside the building from Monday 8th March,
this includes time spent inside the classroom.  Where students are required to participate in
practical activities, such as PE or whilst eating at lunchtime, they will be permitted to remove
their masks.  Please ensure your child has a spare mask with them at all times in case they
lose, damage or break a mask during the day.

Cucina Restaurant
The restaurant will not reopen until Thursday 11th March so all students will be required to
bring a packed lunch and full water bottle daily. Please remember that energy drinks are not
permitted onsite.

Further information will be sent out by Heads of College next week and any additional
information will be shared in our last LAB Lockdown Newsletter scheduled to be sent out
next Friday.

Best wishes,
E Smith

Principal

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#cev
https://leighacademyblackheath.org.uk/uniform/

