
 

Wednesday 6th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am sure this is the first of several letters we will be sending out in the coming weeks, my 
apologies in advance for this and we will attempt to put all key points of communication into 
one letter on a weekly or fortnightly basis if it is at all possible.  
 
All schools are receiving new directives and guidance daily at the moment, with key pieces 
of information delivered to us at the same time as it reaches the rest of the nation.  The team 
at LAB are doing their very best to process what we receive swiftly, and make any changes 
to existing arrangements, or create and implement new ones when necessary, without 
confusing the students, parents and carers, or ourselves!  As always we will endeavour to 
minimise any disruption to learning, and maintain high quality pastoral support for all our 
students whatever circumstance we find ourselves in. 
 
Please find important information for your attention below: 
 
Covid-19 testing 
Arrangements for the testing of students on site have been put on hold until all students 
return in module 4, more details on these plans will be sent out nearer the time.  The Royal 
Borough of Greenwich has several centres offering rapid-result Covid-19 tests for the 
children of key workers, vulnerable students, teachers and staff working in schools during 
the lockdown period.  The link for booking a test at one of these sites can be found here. 
 
Key worker and vulnerable student provision 
If you are a key worker and have not yet registered your child, and the days you require 
supervision with us, please do so here. LAB is committed to providing a safe school for it's 
students and staff.  Please support our community by ensuring you only access this 
provision when you or another adult at home are unable to supervise your child.  
 
Chromebook Repair - Year 8 & 9 students only  
The chromebook is covered by accidental damage and theft insurance policy. Insurance            
claims should be made directly with Freedom Technology who will manage the claim on your               
behalf. A claim can be made via www.freedomtech.co.uk/help. It may take up to forty-eight              

 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200329/coronavirus/2256/test_and_trace/4
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetcywL0cdSaW2SRw0sv4ZtgceYPjxQNMFPgQzkcmUkgWfIcA/viewform?usp=pp_url
http://www.freedomtech.co.uk/help


 

hours to process the claim from the point of request but you will receive a confirmation email.                 
Please check your junk mail for the claim form. There is an excess of £25 per claim and the                   
policy number is: ICA3098964.  
In the unlikely event a Year 7 student's chromebook needs to be repaired, please contact the                
Academy via info@leighacademyblackheath.org.uk if there is an issue. 

 
Remote learning 
Please visit our website by clicking here where you will find information regarding remote 
learning, and a number of useful guides to support you with the technical side of supporting 
your child whilst they work from home.  An overview of LAB’s approach to remote learning 
has also been sent out with this letter for your reference.  Please remember that all members 
of the LAB community can access the National Online Safety website for further guidance 
with keeping children safe online. To create your account, please click here and complete 
your details. When you’re set up, you’ll be able to set ‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type. This 
site has a number of helpful online courses and useful resources for all ages.  
 
It is essential that all students are actively engaged with their learning whilst away from the 
academy and we thank you in advance for supporting your child to do so on a daily basis. 
Please continue to report student absence in the usual way if your child is unwell.  A register 
will be taken everyday during lesson 1 to ensure the students are prepared for the day 
ahead. If a student does not register daily at 8.40am the academy will make contact with 
home to inform you.  Teachers will continue to monitor student engagement with their work 
and communicate directly with home if required.  We understand that it is not always 
possible for students to follow their usual timetables whilst working away from the academy, 
however, we do promote this as a way of maintaining a good routine.  Please refer to the 
remote learning guidance for further information. 
 
LAB News 
We hope you enjoyed the new version of LAB News shared at the end of last term.  Using a 
Google site allowed us to make the newsletter more accessible for all members of our 
community, it is also much easier to view on a phone.  We will be sending out a copy of our 
LAB Lockdown News every 2 weeks this module to celebrate the work our students have 
produced and to provide up to date information regarding the academy for all members of 
our community. 

 

mailto:info@leighacademyblackheath.org.uk
https://leighacademyblackheath.org.uk/about-us/online-learning/
http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/leigh-academy-blackheath


 

 
Parent Governor election 
Given the current circumstances we have decided to postpone the election of our parent 
governor as we have been unable to hold a robust election due during this period of 
disruption.  We apologise for having to do this but we feel it is the right decision under the 
circumstances.  We will not be asking for further nominations and details will be sent out as 
soon as possible regarding arrangements for the new election process.  We would like to 
thank all nominees for their understanding.  It is better to get it right rather than just getting it 
done! 
 
As always we would like to thank you for your ongoing support and understanding.  We hope 
that you and your family remain safe and well during this time. 
 
Best Wishes,  
E Smith  

 
 
Principal  

 


