
 

 

 
Friday 11th September 2020  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Wow, what a truly amazing week!  It has been a privilege, not only to welcome all of our 
students into our new building, but also to engage with them all once again after so long 
away from LAB following lockdown. New members of the staff team are delighted to be 
teaching our students and have shared repeatedly how well mannered, positive and 
respectful their classes are.  
 
The building has enabled us to implement our carefully planned Covid-safety strategy and I 
am happy to report that the bubble system is working well, complemented by the rigorous 
cleaning schedule, hand washing/ sanitizing routines and ‘catch it; bin it; kill it’ campaign. In 
response to the new safety measures announced by the government this week, we have 
decided to permit students and staff to wear masks in communal areas from Monday, 14th 
September. This is not compulsory and we believe non-essential, due to both the size and 
space available within the building; however, we understand that there may be further 
restrictions coming and we want to support our students in the development of good habits 
and practice whilst in our care. If your child decides to wear a mask when inside the 
academy whilst travelling between classrooms, please ensure this is suitable; scarves and 
bandanas will not be permitted. To support your child’s learning, and health and wellbeing, 
face masks will not be permitted to be worn in the classroom or outside, on the college 
playgrounds. 
 
We are delighted to announce that from Monday 14th September 2020 we will be using the 
grounds at Rectory Fields, Charlton Road, for our outdoor PE sessions.  We are delighted to 
be working closely with Blackheath Sports Club and look forward to building a strong 
partnership with them.  Access to the grounds is very convenient, the gate is located at the 
rear of our campus. 
 
Next week you will receive a copy of our new Home/ Academy agreement.  Please read it 
carefully as a family, and return a signed copy to your child’s tutor. We place high value on 
the partnership between home and school, and signing up to the academy’s values and 
expectations together is a joint commitment to building a positive working relationship.  
 
I would like to personally thank you all for supporting the entire LAB community this week: by 
respecting earlier requests relating to drop off and pick up. If you have passed by the 
academy at the start or end of the day you will have seen the amount of traffic on Old Dover 

 



 

 

 
Road and the challenges faced in ensuring your child’s safety as they exit the site. Please 
continue to support the academy by making alternative travel arrangements, and do 
encourage your child to walk the last part of their journey to and from school independently. 
We as a school take great pride in being a positive part of our local community; yet, sadly, 
we have received a few complaints that parents and carers are parking or waiting unsafely 
nearby, often blocking people’s driveways or business entrances. Please refrain from doing 
this in the future.  
 
We have trialled opening the gate in the morning from 7.30am to support those students who 
are using public transport, but due to low numbers arriving at this time we shall be moving 
the time to 7.50am from Monday, 14th September. We will continue to review this 
arrangement over the coming weeks and inform you via email if any further changes are 
made. 
 
Year 7 ParentPay letters were sent home this week via students; please set up your account 
as soon as possible. All payments in the restaurant will be made via ParentPay from 
Monday, 14th September as stated in previous correspondence. If you are experiencing any 
issues or require support in this regard, please do contact the main office. 
 
 
Best Wishes,  
 
E Smith  

 
Principal  

 


