
 

Monday 24th August 2020 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
 

ALL students will return on Monday 7th September 2020. 
 

 
 
I hope you are all enjoying the summer break and have been able to make the most of the 
unusually good weather that we have had. Since our last letter in July, work on the new 
building has continued and I am delighted to report that we will be moving in over the next 
two weeks to prepare for the students’ return on Monday 7th September 2020.  
 
As expected, there were further updates to the government guidance on the full opening of 
schools in early August, and the necessary changes have been made to our plans to ensure 
we can keep all members of the LAB community safe when working together at the 
academy. Please read this letter carefully as it outlines our plans in detail. You will find a 
map of the new building attached which will help to illustrate the plans visually, although staff 
will support the students at the start of term to make sure they understand how these will 
work in practice. It won’t take long for our new ways of working to become routine. 
 
You may have seen that the government announced over the summer specific support for 
transport, and we have been informed that this will be managed centrally by the local 
authority. We have provided them with information on known travel arrangements for our 
students and the specific bus routes they use. Once we have any updates from them 
regarding additional services or support, we will send this out via email. 
 
If your child will be using public transport to travel to LAB, you may find the government’s 
guidance on safer travel useful - Gov.uk safer travel guidance. Please ensure your child has 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers


 

a mask with them to access public transport, and a bag to keep this clean when not in use 
during the day.  
 
Arriving at school 
 

 
Plan showing student entrance and college waiting areas. 

 
The pedestrian gate on Old Dover Road will open at 7.30am to support a natural staggered 
arrival of all students, and enable siblings and those from the same neighbourhood to travel 
together.  
 
Students who intend to cycle to LAB are encouraged to wear a helmet and to bring their own 
lock to secure their bicycle in the shelter provided whilst on site. 
 
As you are all aware, Old Dover Road is very busy and there is no provision to drop your 
child at the academy gates. If you must travel by car, please do not drop your child in the 
immediate vicinity of the academy, but do so from a short distance and encourage them to 
walk the last part of the journey independently. It is essential that we keep all students safe 
and reducing the traffic on Old Dover Road is an essential part of achieving this. 
 

 



 

To ensure social distancing at the academy gate, please do not wait outside with your child. 
On arrival ALL students should enter swiftly and make their way to the allocated college area 
as shown on the attached map. Staff will be available to support and direct students on 
arrival. We are unable to allow parents and carers onsite unless it is for a prearranged 
meeting.  
 
Academy Life 
Students will be grouped in college bubbles. Each college will have their own external 
waiting area and entrance to the building; each college will also be located on a separate 
floor with their own toilets and cloakroom facility (for bag storage, as needed). 
 

Sancho - Ground Floor  
Fawcett - First Floor  
Airy - Second Floor  

 
Students will be taught in their college teaching classes and be based in the same 
classroom for the following lessons: English, Maths, Spanish, History, Geography, RE, 
Drama and Computing. Teachers will move between classrooms, not students. 
 
Practical subjects will be taught in specialist rooms with colleges timetabled on the same 
days to reduce any contact between groups. This includes the following subjects: Science, 
Art, Music, PE and DT. Science labs and Art rooms have been allocated to separate 
colleges to remove the risk of cross-bubble contamination from equipment. 
 
Classroom tables will be arranged facing forwards, with the teacher delivering the lesson 
from the front of the room. Practical lessons will be planned to ensure students are distanced 
from each other, with minimal requirements to share equipment or apparatus. When this 
does occur, equipment will be wiped down before and after students use it and our hand 
washing protocol implemented. 
 
Students will be required to wear their PE kits for the full day when they have timetabled PE. 
They will not be required to wear their blazers over the top of their PE uniform and will be 
permitted to wear trainers on this day only. PE lessons have been timetabled on the same 
day each week to avoid any confusion in this regard. 
 
College assemblies will be held in the theatre with year groups of students separated and 
socially distanced from each other. 

 



 

 
Tutor and break time have been combined so that a rolling breaktime for individual colleges 
can be achieved.  This will provide college groups with seperate use of the restaurant for 15 
minutes each morning and 30 minutes at lunchtime, and each college will have a separate 
external recreation space for use at break and lunchtime. 
 
 
Colleges will be dismissed at 5 minute intervals at the end of the day to support a staggered 
exit from the site. Staff will continue to supervise the bus stops to support students' safe 
departure at the end of the day, but we encourage all students to leave swiftly to reduce the 
number of students congregating at bus stops or in the local area. 
 
Details about clubs and societies will be published during the first few weeks of term. These 
will be arranged in college bubbles and will follow the same safety guidance as all other 
aspects of academy life. Due to these measures, there will be a limited timetable on offer. 
 
Risk assessments will be reviewed regularly to ensure all aspects of academy life are 
monitored and the safety of the LAB community is prioritised at all times. 
 
Hygiene and cleaning 
Cleaning staff will ensure the building is cleaned throughout the day, especially in the 
restaurant between allocated college sittings and in all practical subject rooms. 
 
We will continually remind staff and pupils of the importance of regular handwashing. In 
order to support this, we will monitor and refill soap dispensers throughout the day, 
alongside the hand sanitising stations located in each classroom throughout the day. Staff 
and pupils will be expected to continue to clean their hands more often than usual: when 
they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they move rooms and before and 
after eating.  
 
The government’s “catch it, bin it, kill it” approach will be reinforced throughout LAB, and 
pupils will have access to both tissues and bins to dispose of these after use.  
 
Suspected cases 
If a member of the LAB community becomes ill during the school day with a new persistent 
cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal taste of smell 
(anosmia); they will be sent home and advised to follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for 

 



 

households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (covid-19) infection’, which sets out that 
they should self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to have a test to see if they 
have coronavirus (covid-19). Any student with the above symptoms will be moved to a 
dedicated quarantine medical room to be isolated before they are collected by parents or 
carers. 
 
If your family or a member of the LAB community has travelled abroad over the summer 
break, the correct quarantine guidelines should be observed before returning to the 
academy. Please contact the attendance team on the first day of term if this applies to your 
child. 
 
ParentPay and Cucina  
New parents or carers will receive a letter at the start of term with their child’s account 
details, along with guidance on how to activate and top up their accounts. We advise parents 
and carers to set up their child’s account at their earliest convenience and ensure there are 
sufficient funds available for students to purchase food if required.  Cash will be accepted 
during the first week for those students without an active ParentPay account.  
 
Cucina, the academy caterers, will provide a full menu in the restaurant, but students are 
permitted to bring in a snack or packed lunch if preferred. ALL students are required to bring 
in a full water bottle daily as the water fountains will not be available for use. Cucina will not 
be operating the biometric system until further notice. 
 
Uniform and Equipment 
Full uniform should be worn at all times; student ties ensure we are able to quickly see which 
college a student belongs to, thereby helping to maintain safe college bubbles. Founding 
students are still permitted to wear their founder's ties. Details of our uniform outfitters can 
be found on their website, here. Students should wear a suitable raincoat to ensure they are 
able to access external play areas at all times. 
 
Students will be expected to bring a full set of equipment daily to ensure they do not need to 
borrow or share any items amongst their peers. Chromebooks must be fully charged daily at 
home.  
 
The return to LAB is an exciting event for both staff and students, and the move to the new 
building this September will make it even more special. Having only 540 students in a 
building designed to hold 1150 allows us to implement the above safety measures 

 

https://leighacademyblackheath.org.uk/uniform/


 

effectively. We understand that some students may be feeling anxious about what to expect 
when we return; please reassure them that although we are in a new building, and have a 
few new ways of working, staff are very excited to be welcoming them back and will be there 
every step of the way to provide support and guidance. 
 
As always, thank you for your ongoing support and understanding as we settle into the new 
‘normal’. The strength of partnership between LAB and home is incredibly important, more 
so now as we welcome students back after 4 months of remote learning. Please continue to 
recognise the many challenges we face as we welcome the LAB community back, and 
support both staff and students as we finally move into our forever home!  
 
Best wishes, 
E Smith 

 
Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


