
 

Friday 17th July 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
Our last letter of the year will keep you busy for a while as it is packed full of information for 
our return to school in September.  Please read it carefully and look out for further updates 
during the holiday should government guidance change, or unexpected delays to the 
building occur which will require us to review our plans.  
 
I have used my piece in the newsletter to celebrate the fantastic achievements of our very 
special community this year so that the information in this letter can be found and referred to 
more easily as you prepare for your child’s return to school.  Please make sure you take 
some valuable time to read the end of year newsletter, which will be sent out on Tuesday, 
the last day of term, as it is a wonderful review of the year, one we will definitely find hard to 
forget!  
 
New building 
Building work is in its final stages and we are on track to move into the new build as planned 
in September.  However, due to the delays experienced during the lockdown period we have 
moved the start of term to Monday 7th September 2020, to make sure everything is ready 
for staff and students.  
 
Students should use the main entrance on Old Dover Road; the gate will open at 7.30am to 
ensure students have plenty of time to arrive by 8.30am, ready for learning to start at 
8.40am. 
 
Traffic on Old Dover Road can be very heavy, especially at the start and end of the academy 
day.  Please do not drop your child by car at the gates as this creates an unsafe 
environment for your own and others’ children.  If your child[ren] must travel by car please 
drop them off at a safer distance away from Old Dover Road and encourage them to make 
the last part of their journey to the gate on foot. 
 
If your child will be using public transport to travel to LAB you may find the government’s 
guidance on safer travel useful - Gov.uk safer travel guidance 
 
Safe return to LAB 
Following the publication of the government’s guidance for the full opening of schools on 
July 2nd 2020, we have been working hard to plan the safe return to LAB for all staff and 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers


 

students.  It is highly likely that further guidance will be published ahead of the new term in 
September so please be prepared for future changes.  
 
 
September arrangements: 

● The academy gate will open at 7.30am to support a natural staggered arrival of all 
students.  Students will make their way to the building entrance allocated to their 
college. 

● Students will be grouped in college bubbles.  Each college will have their own 
entrance to the building and be located on a separate floor with their own toilets and 
cloakroom facility (place to store bags). 

● Students will be taught in their college teaching classes and be based in the same 
classroom for the following lessons: English, Maths, Spanish, History, Geography, 
RE, Drama and Computing.  Teachers will move between classrooms, not students. 

● Practical subjects will be taught in specialist rooms with colleges timetabled on the 
same days to reduce any contact between groups.  This includes the following 
subjects: Science, Art, Music, PE and DT. 

● Science labs and art rooms have been allocated to separate colleges to remove the 
risk of cross bubble contamination from equipment. 

● College assemblies will be held in the theatre with groups of students separated and 
individuals socially distanced from each other. 

● Tutor and break time have been combined so that a rolling breaktime for individual 
colleges can be achieved.  This will provide college groups with seperate use of the 
restaurant for 15 minutes each morning. 

● Period 4 and lunchtime have been combined so that a rolling lunchtime can be 
achieved.  This will provide college groups with separate use of the restaurant for 30 
minutes daily. 

● Each college will have a separate external play space for use at break and lunchtime. 
● Cleaning staff will ensure the building is cleaned throughout the day, especially in the 

restaurant between allocated college sittings. 
● Colleges will be dismissed at 5 minute intervals at the end of the day to support a 

staggered exit from the site. 
● Risk assessments will be reviewed regularly to ensure all aspects of academy life are 

monitored and the safety of the LAB community is prioritised. 
 
We will be continually reminding staff and pupils of the importance of regular handwashing. 
We will monitor and refill soap dispensers throughout the day as well as operating the hand 
sanitising stations throughout the academy building. Staff and pupils will be expected to 

 



 

continue to clean their hands more often than usual, when they arrive at school, when they 
return from breaks, when they move rooms and before and after eating.  
 
Cucina, the academy caterers, will provide a full menu in the restaurant but students are 
permitted to bring in a snack or packed lunch if preferred.  ALL students are required to 
bring in a full water bottle daily as the water fountains will not be available for use. 
 
Full uniforms should be worn at all times, student ties ensure we are able to quickly see 
which college a student belongs to, helping to maintain safe college bubbles.  Founding 
students are still permitted to wear their founder's ties.   Details for our uniform outfitters can 
be found on the website, here.  Students should wear a suitable raincoat to ensure they are 
able to access external play areas at all times, and PE kits should be washed after use and 
not left at the academy between lessons. 
 
Students will be expected to bring a full set of equipment daily to ensure they do not need to 
borrow or share any items amongst their peers.  Chromebooks must be fully charged daily at 
home.  If your child’s chromebook requires repair, please ensure this is done prior to the 
start of the new academic year.  All students will require their devices in full working order for 
the start of the new academic year. To repair your chromebook, please use the following link 
- www.freedomtech.co.uk/help 
 
ParentPay 
Please ensure ParentPay accounts are topped up ahead of the new academic year.  New 
students without accounts will receive a letter before the start of term with their details and 
guidance on how to activate their accounts.  
 
Relationships and Sex Education 
From September 2020, The Department for Education is introducing compulsory 
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) & Health Education (inlcuding a specific focus on 
mental health also) for secondary school pupils. The vast majority of schools, including LAB, 
already deliver a robust and ethical curriculum to cover these vital components to a holistic 
education (often in Tutor time and LAB Learner). The new guidelines for these subjects, 
however, go further to support young people to be happy, healthy and safe and go on to 
equip them for productive and empowered adult lives so they can make a positive 
contribution to society.  

 

https://leighacademyblackheath.org.uk/uniform/
http://www.freedomtech.co.uk/help


 

LAB will be following government guidelines to ensure the rigorous delivery of RSE and 
Health and will carry out necessary consultation in due course; more information can be 
found here. 

End of term and ‘topping up’ programme 
Term ends on Tuesday 22nd July and we have put together a ‘topping up’ programme that 
your child can access over the summer, a link to which you will find here. This contains 
subject-specific links to educational websites that your child can access to build on their 
learning. Engagement with this is voluntary, and we are mindful of the importance of both 
rest and self-care for our students at the end of this particularly challenging academic year, 
but the resource is there for students to access as you deem fit.  
 
Parent/Carer survey 
As we plan for our return to school we are keen to learn as much as we can from your child’s 
experience of working remotely through lockdown.  We have put together a short survey 
which we hope will help us to provide the right type of support for all students in the new 
academic year.  Thank you in advance for your time and support in completing the survey. 
The link can be found here. 
 
As stated above, we will be sending out further details relating to the return to school 
towards the end of the holiday, so please monitor your emails and the website.  
 
Thank you as always for your continued support, patience and understanding, and we hope 
you all have a safe and healthy summer break.  Please do look out for the end of year 
newsletter being published on Tuesday to mark the end of term and this academic year. 
 
Best wishes, 
E Smith 

 
Principal  
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education-faqs?utm_source=125e7fca-88a1-4c1c-900f-6c8d3c88c608&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate&dm_i=2VPK,ZJ9G,72GS68,41HC3,1
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education-faqs?utm_source=125e7fca-88a1-4c1c-900f-6c8d3c88c608&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate&dm_i=2VPK,ZJ9G,72GS68,41HC3,1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10MlekQDUEQeievgb1zFk_J_zh_p7KHf3/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8nYAu4UOJ2i217HlBYrc64G8ub9n8JDAu71cGyPx-9Jfvyw/viewform?usp=pp_url

