
 
 
 

Thursday 2nd April 2020 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
Re: Remote Learning 
 
I would like to start by saying a huge thank you to you all for the support you have given to 
your children over the last two weeks as they embark on the new remote learning 
arrangements.  We appreciate that working from home is a challenge for everyone and that 
many of you are supporting your children alongside your own work commitments and caring 
for your families, all done to a backdrop of a global pandemic which itself brings anxiety and 
concern for everyone.  The team at LAB are grateful for your commitment, and the time and 
effort you have given to ensuring your child is engaging fully with the work available, we are 
privileged as always to work with such fantastic partners and there is no better time to stress 
the importance of a strong home/school partnership. 
 
It has been wonderful to receive so much positive feedback from you all through emails and 
the recent Leigh Academies Trust survey on digital learning, thank you.  As explained in 
earlier correspondence we have tried to retain some consistency for the students through 
this transition period by following their normal timetable.  Teachers have reduced the amount 
of content in each lesson to reflect the change of lesson delivery and working environment, 
but provided extra tasks and challenges for those who would like to do more within their 
virtual classrooms.  There is no expectation that students should follow the timings of their 
timetable, although teachers are mostly online at these times to provide feedback and to 
answer questions.  We appreciate that with everyone at home there must be some flexibility 
on the structure of the day so don’t panic if your lunchtime doesn’t start at 1.20pm, or if you 
have to reschedule lessons due to the availability of the kitchen table! 
 
I think it is important to raise at this stage that these are unusual times.  Many of you are 
managing complex situations with illness, work commitments and the many challenges of 
‘lockdown’.  At this time the priority is for everyone to stay safe and healthy, and this includes 
mental health.  Taking the decision as a family not to complete a day of school work but to 
bake, play games at the table or in the garden together or walk or cycle locally as part of 
your permitted daily exercise, may well be the right one and we support your decision.  
 

 



 
We know that some of you have asked for more work to be set for your children, and for 
teachers to deliver lessons in real-time, but at this stage we feel this is neither appropriate or 
beneficial.  Safeguarding staff and students is at the heart of what we do and delivering live 
lessons or tutorials is not safe practice with staff and students both working from home. 
 
With Module Four ending today due to Friday’s inset day, after the Easter break there will be 
more recorded presentations and clips included in the work set which we hope students will 
benefit from.  For those students wanting more work please ensure they engage with the 
extra tasks available on individual subject google sites or feel free to email their teachers 
directly.  More details on the structure of remote learning for module 5 will be sent out on 
April 20th when we return from the Easter break. 
 
Teachers have put together some fun activities for students to engage with over the holiday 
period, and these will be posted on Doddle at the end of the week.  It is not homework but 
there are a number of challenges for all the family to enjoy, so if you need something to do 
take a look and have a go! 
 
Please do refer to the Online Learning page of our website, found on the Covid-19 tab, for 
support guides and information relating to the work your child has been set.  There is a help 
sheet for keeping your child safe online and one with a collection of useful websites to 
access if you need something to do.  Please be aware that all LAB students have access to 
the wellbeing classroom which has useful tips and links for keeping safe and healthy during 
lockdown, and access to their tutors daily through their tutor group classroom. 
 
Thank you once again for your continued support and positivity. 
 
Best wishes and stay safe. 
 
Emma Smith 

 
Principal  

 


